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Federal elections happen every two years. They alternate between presidential elections and
midterms — for example 2020, 2022,2024, 2026, 2028...
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01 CHAPTER ONE - READ

WHAT IS A MIDTERM ELECTION?

Every four years, Americans choose a president. But elections in
the United States do not stop there. Two years into a president’s
term, the country votes again. These are called midterm
elections, because they happen in the middle of the president’s
four-year term.

The president is not on the ballot. Instead, voters choose
members of Congress, many state governors and thousands of
local officials. Election Day is always the Tuesday after the first
Monday in November, so it falls between 2 and 8 November.

Many people see the midterms as a report card on the
president’s first two years, even though the president’s name
does not appear on the ballot.

KEY WORDS
midterm ballot term
sloygagles gy &8y Cads bygs
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FACT

“ov 2_8 Election Day always falls in this window
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CHAPTER ONE - WORDS & GRAMMAR

WORDS IN CONTEXT 19503 9 8jl

Stress: the syllable in CAPITALS is said more strongly. - lasli s i WL S, b slxa
g 50

MIDTERM -0 min-term &loygs e
“Midterm elections take place halfway through a president’s term.”

BALLOT /. BaL-lot ey &y

“Voters mark their choices on a paper ballot.”

TERM - tern Cends bygs

“A president’s term lasts four years.”

OFFICIAL ». of.Fi-cial Joiun pléo

“Local officials look after the town’s schools and roads.”

GRAMMAR - PRESENT SIMPLE FOR FACTS lacosdly oo sl ool Jl>

We use the present simple for facts and for things that happen regularly.
soldiual sl > ylad 31 g oo H1ySI @lie yobas oS laylS o lacasdly oLy ¢l
EsS 0
» Americans vote every two years.

» Election Day always falls in November.
» The president does not appear on the ballot.
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CHAPTER ONE - PRACTICE

PRACTICE C2ré

“ Complete with a word from the box. 28 oS Jgan claojlg b
| sarLor || Term || minTERM || oFFiciALS

1 Thepresidents___________lasts four years.

2 \Voters also choose many local

3 The__________ elections happen two years after a presidential election.

4 Her name was not on the

n Complete with the present simple. 28 JolS osle Sl ylay b
1 Americans —_______(vote) for a president every four years.

2 ElectionDayalways_—_________ (fall) in November.

3 Thepresident __________ (not/appear) on the midterm ballot.

n True or false? Few sl b ey

1 The president is on the ballot in a midterm election. T/F
2 Election Day is always on a Tuesday. T/F
3 Midterms happen in the middle of a president’s term. T/F

SPEAK
Do elections in your country happen on a fixed day? Describe them in

three sentences.
403 e 08 dlax du 33 F39d 50 H1IS 3 i Joy s lad y9aS yu bl L
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02 CHAPTER TWO - READ

TWO HOUSES OF CONGRESS

Congress, the law-making branch of the US government, has two
parts, or chambers. The House of Representatives has 435
voting members. Each one represents a district of roughly the
same number of people, so large states like California have many
representatives, while small states like Wyoming have only one.
Representatives serve two-year terms, so every seat is up for
election in every midterm.

The Senate has 100 members: two from each state, no matter
how big or small the state is. Senators serve six-year terms, and
the terms are staggered, so only about one-third of the seats are
elected every two years.

The House is larger than the Senate, but senators serve longer
terms than representatives. To pass a law, both chambers must
agree.

KEY WORDS
chamber represent district
(05555 33) ulono o35S Sl aulssl 53g>
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FACT

435 + loo House + Senate members
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CHAPTER TWO - WORDS & GRAMMAR

WORDS IN CONTEXT 19503 9 8jl

Stress: the syllable in CAPITALS is said more strongly. - lasli s i WL S, b slxa
L SVIIEV-R

CHAMBER /. cuam-ber (05558 33) yudlno

“Congress has two chambers: the House and the Senate.”

REPRESENT . rep-re-sent o335 Saulad

“She represents a district in Texas.”

DISTRICT /. nis-trict sl 839>

“Each district has about the same number of people.”

STAGGERED .., STAG-gered S

“Senate terms are staggered, so not every senator is elected at once.”

GRAMMAR - COMPARATIVES

To compare two things: short adjective + -er than; long adjective: more +
adjective + than.
.than + céwo + more :.uly céw er + than + oligS b i 93 duglda ¢l

» The House is larger than the Senate.
» A Senate termis longer than a House term.
» California has more representatives than Wyoming.
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CHAPTER TWO - PRACTICE

PRACTICE C2ré

“ Complete with a word from the box. A8 oS Jga glaello b

| cHamBeR || REPRESENTS || DISTRICT || STAGGERED

1 TheSenateisthesmaller —___________ of Congress.

2 Eachrepresentative_______ onedistrict.

3 Wyoming has only one

4 Becausetermsare_________ only one-third of the Senate is elected at a
time.

n Write the comparative form. e oi |y Sleaad IS

1 TheHouseis_—________ (big) than the Senate.

2 Asix-yeartermis _—________(long) than a two-year term.

3 Californiahas —_______ (many) representatives than Wyoming.

n Answer the questions. A Fealy o g yy

1 How many voting members does the House have?
2 How many senators does each state have?
3 What must both chambers do to pass a law?

SPEAK
Compare two cities you know. Use three comparatives.

S duglie JLoadt cho dus b ssliss o oS 1y 638 90
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03 CHAPTER THREE - READ

WHAT'S ON THE BALLOT?

In every midterm election, all 435 seats in the House are on the
ballot, along with about one-third of the Senate — usually 33 or
34 seats. Sometimes special elections are also held to fill seats
that have become empty. In most midterm years, 36 states also
elect a governor, the leader of a state government.

But the ballot is often much longer than that. Depending on
where they live, voters may also elect state lawmakers, mayors,
judges and school board members.

In many states, citizens are also asked to vote directly on
questions called ballot measures or propositions — for example,
whether a tax should be raised or a state law should be changed.

KEY WORDS
seat governor ballot measure
xS sl A et gea0
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FACT
1 I 3 Share of the Senate elected every two years

Sgd oo DBl Yl 93 30 oS Luw pgus

sloygr0ko wllxil - SPEAK FLUENTIA n



CHAPTER THREE - WORDS & GRAMMAR

WORDS IN CONTEXT 19503 9 8jl

Stress: the syllable in CAPITALS is said more strongly. - lasli s i WL S, b slxa
L SVIIEV-R

SEAT /. sear s sS

“She won a seat in the Senate.”

GOVERNOR /. cov-er-nor slailayd

“The governor leads the state government.”

BALLOT MEASURE /. BaL-Iot MEA-sure AU s s3da

“The ballot measure asked voters about a new tax.”

LAWMAKER /. Law-mak-er BIRCRTHE

“State lawmakers write the laws for their state.”

GRAMMAR - PRESENT SIMPLE PASSIVE o3l Jlo Lo 33 Jogaro

am/is/ are + past participle. We use it when the action is more important
than who doesiit.

oslérwl Jg.@:ua 3l el OT BMJPL?J] 3l Yege BICREY-Ee B9 ngm ‘m.u‘ +am/is/are
» All House seats are elected every two years.

» A special election is held when a seat becomes empty.
» Laws are passed by Congress.
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CHAPTER THREE - PRACTICE

PRACTICE C2ré

“ Complete with a word from the box. A8 a8 Jgus glaojlg b

| seaT | | GOVERNOR | | BALLOT MEASURE | | LAWMAKERS

1 The_—_______istheleader of a state government.

2 A special election fills an empty

3 State______ make laws for their state.

4 Votersdecidedona__________about school funding.

n Complete with the passive. S JolS Jogome Jo8 L

1 EveryHouseseat__________ (elect) every two years.
2 Specialelections____________ (hold) to fill empty seats.
3 Laws_—________ (pass) by Congress.

n True or false? Fewyali b oy

1 Only the Senate is on the midterm ballot. T/F
2 Voters may also choose judges and mayors. T/F
3 Ballot measures let citizens vote directly on questions. T/F

SPEAK
If you could put one question on a ballot in your city, what would it be?

Why?
Sy S0 do S slgring o Usgd swysdan ¢l sy So Lol i e S
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04 CHAPTER FOUR - READ

WHO VOTES, AND HOW?

To vote in a federal election, a person must be a US citizen and at
least 18 years old. In almost every state, people must also
register before they can vote. Each state runs its own elections,
so the rules are different from place to place.

Many voters go to a polling place on Election Day. Others vote
early in person, or send their ballot by mail. In recent years, these
other ways of voting have become more and more common.

Turnout — the share of eligible people who actually vote — is
usually lower in midterm years than in presidential years.

KEY WORDS
citizen register eligible
259344 oS e bulys s g

MIDTERM ELECTIONS - SPEAK FLUENTIA n



I!zal daxyic ylgr Jod
§ I, 5o

DI 0 ) G952 9 S

Als WA @Scas 9 oyl Wgyaa b 338 (Jlhad olblsasl 4o gals &y ol

39 .S @ plead gty gl 31 i b psye el daa s Tosas il

s 4 ol 3l led s fuaa 4 WS e 1S 1y 393 wblsesl U

ayls 338 s

a8 B a0 &3S 6ls 838> @ bl oy 5s o Basasgly 31 oyl

33 ity e a1y 393 gy By b wase gy grsa> 5 xise)

Ailosd yizly Jasasiey oty ol el la Sl

SRRV XS 6?_) l28lg oS baylya olaxle 31 SluS aguw oy S 3lie ylice

el &JS%“—?‘C“"L.’.) ubbu.:‘ &LQJLA)‘).‘AS’QQASM &Ib)_g..\QL;,A 6lﬂJLJJ

FACT
18+ Minimum voting age

ools LSiJ oyt J8las

sloygr0ko wllxil - SPEAK FLUENTIA



CHAPTER FOUR - WORDS & GRAMMAR

WORDS IN CONTEXT 19503 9 8jl

Stress: the syllable in CAPITALS is said more strongly. - lasli s i WL S, b slxa
L SVIIEV-R

CITIZEN /. cit-i-zen g ygds

“Only citizens can vote in federal elections.”

REGISTER .. rec.is-ter a3sS pbicdd

“You must register before the deadline.”

ELIGIBLE - EL-i-gi-ble bulya sxlg
“Eligible voters are people who are allowed to vote.”

TURNOUT /. TurN-out S slins oyliue

“Turnout was high this year.”

GRAMMAR - MUST, CAN AND MAY may o must. can Jle3|

must =it is necessary - can =it is possible or allowed - may = perhaps.
Aola ey may (el jloxe b (Sao sy can (ol p33 ey must

» You must be 18 to vote.
» In many states, you can vote by mail.
» The rules may be different in your state.

MIDTERM ELECTIONS - SPEAK FLUENTIA n



CHAPTER FOUR - PRACTICE

PRACTICE C2ré

“ Complete with a word from the box. A8 oS Jgas glaojlo b

| cmizen || ReeisTer | | EuisiBLE | | TurRNouT

1 YoumustbeaUlUS_____ tovoteinfederal elections.
2 Inmoststates,youhaveto_____ before you vote.
3 ___ isusually lowerin midterm years.

4 NoteveryonewholivesintheUSis__________tovote.

n Choose the correct word. S VLl |y ey 8319

1 You (must/may) be at least 18 to vote.
2 In many states, you (can / must) send your ballot by mail.
3 Thelines (must/ may) be long on Election Day.

n Answer the questions. 0 Feanly b i yy @

1 Who runs elections in the US: each state or the national government?
2 Name two ways to vote other than at a polling place on Election Day.
3 Whenis turnout usually higher?

D SPEAK _
How do people vote in your country? Use must, can and may.

A8 oslazwl may ¢ must. can 3l Saas o 61) 068 lads ygaS 33 paya
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05 CHAPTER FIVE - READ

ELECTION NIGHT

When the polls close, election officials begin counting the ballots.
Television networks and news agencies such as the Associated
Press study the results and call, or project, a winner when they
are confident about the outcome. These calls are predictions by
the media, not official results.

Close races can be too close to call for days, especially when
many ballots arrive by mail. The official results come later, when
each state certifies its count.

On election night, maps usually show Republican wins in red and
Democratic wins in blue — which is why people talk about red
states, blue states and swing states. The new Congress begins
its work on 3 January of the following year.

KEY WORDS
count project certify
O ads oS plel o i ey O3S oy Al
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FACT
The new Congress begins
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CHAPTER FIVE - WORDS & GRAMMAR

WORDS IN CONTEXT 19503 9 8jl

Stress: the syllable in CAPITALS is said more strongly. - lasli s i WL S, b slxa
L SVIIEV-R

COUNT .. count oy s

“Officials count every ballot.”

PROJECT . pro-uecT o30S pMel o (e i

“The network projected a winner at 10 p.m.”

CERTIFY . cer-tify 435S oy 3l

“The state certified the results a few weeks later.”

OUTCOHE n. 0UT-come 4ol

“Nobody knew the outcome until the morning.”

GRAMMAR - SEQUENCE WORDS iy gwesls

Use first, then, next, after that and finally to put events in order.
.S o 03lawl finally g first, then, next, after that 3! laslaygy s ol ¢l

» First, the polls close.
» Then the ballots are counted, and next the media call the races.
» After that, states certify the results. Finally, the new Congress begins.
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CHAPTER FIVE - PRACTICE

PRACTICE C2ré

“ Complete with a word from the box. A8 JolS Jga glaello b
| count || proJecTeD || cermiFy || outcome

1 Itcantakedaysto_—________ all the mail ballots.

2 TheTVnetwork_______ awinner late at night.

3 States__________the official results.

4 Inacloserace,the___________may not be clear for days.

n Put the events in order (1-5). S 631380 slad Coiyd a1y laslaggy

1 ___ Statescertify the results.
2 ___Thepollsclose.

3 ___Thenew Congress begins.
4

5

___The media call the races.
_ The ballots are counted.

n Answer the questions. A Feanly Lo g yy

1 Isamedia call an official result?
2 Which colour usually shows Republican wins on TV maps?
3 When does the new Congress begin?

D SPEAK
Describe your morning routine using first, then, after that and finally.

.40 2o 9d finally o first, then, after that U Iy 395 xwo glayls
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06 CHAPTER SIX - READ

WHY THE MIDTERMS MATTER

Midterm results decide which party controls the House and the
Senate. If the president’s party loses control of one or both
chambers, it becomes much harder for the president to pass new
laws, and the country may have a divided government.

History shows a clear pattern: the president’s party usually loses
seats in the midterms. Between 1934 and 2018, it gained House
seats in only three of 22 midterm elections, and lost an average
of 28 seats.

Experts offer different explanations. One is that unhappy voters
are more motivated to vote; another is that some people want to
balance the president’s power.

KEY WORDS
control divided government pattern
orialy yLesl g oyligs edga Sl
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FACT
Midterms 1934-2018 when the president’s party gained

House seats
339l Cans 4y o )S yogaz yudy 3> oS Slads
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CHAPTER SIX - WORDS & GRAMMAR

WORDS IN CONTEXT 19503 9 8jl

Stress: the syllable in CAPITALS is said more strongly. - lasli s i WL S, b slxa
L SVIIEV-R

CONTROL .. con-tROL oyiisls ylasl yo

“The party that wins more seats controls the House.”

DIVIDED GOVERNMENT /. di-vi-ded 60V-ern-ment oyligs cdgs

“In a divided government, different parties control different branches.”

PATTERN . rat-tern I

“There is a clear pattern in midterm results.”

BALANCE . saL-ance a3S Jsleia

“Some voters want to balance the president’s power.”

GRAMMAR - FIRST CONDITIONAL

If + present simple, will + verb. We use it for a real, possible result in the
future.

39y _)15 =%} D.\,ZTQT_)J uima 9 L,9_’%'19 6|w 6')_) J&s + will (oal JL‘> +If
» If the president’s party loses the House, passing laws will be harder.

» If you register early, you will avoid problems.
» If turnoutis high, the results will be hard to predict.

MIDTERM ELECTIONS - SPEAK FLUENTIA



CHAPTER SIX - PRACTICE

PRACTICE C2ré

“ Complete with a word from the box. A8 oS Jgas glaojlo b

| conTroL | | pIvIDED GOVERNMENT || PATTERN || BALANCE

1 The party with moreseatswill______the Senate.
2 When one party has the White House and another has Congress, we call it a

3 Historiansseea___________:the president’s party usually loses seats.

4 Somevoterswantto________ the president’s power.

n Complete the first conditional. A8 Ja5 1y by gladlax

1 Ifthepresident'sparty _________ (lose) seats, passing laws
(become) harder.

2 Ifmoreyoungpeople__________ (vote), turnout —_______(rise).

3 Ifyou——____ (study)thesewords,you__________ (understand) the news
better.

n Answer the questions. 2 by b yan sy @

1 What do midterm results decide?

2 Between 1934 and 2018, how often did the president’s party gain House seats
ina midterm?

3 Give one explanation experts offer for this pattern.

SPEAK
What will you look for in the next midterm election? Use “if” in two

sentences.

A3l dlax g3 «if» b 355 siales angi Gl ax 4 gay sloygayles wLlsl 5o
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WORDS FROM THE NEWS

SAY IT LIKE A REPORTER > b

TOO CLOSE TO
CALL

FLIP A SEAT

INCUMBENT

SWING STATE

EXIT POLL

The result is not clear yet.
35S pMlel Iy oy oleisal o

Win a seat that the other party held.
ey i S i3S

The person who already holds the office.
S 50yl (leb alde

A state that could be won by either party.
Slagi el

A very big win.
bl o

Accept that you have lost.

A survey of voters as they leave the polls.
039> 3l zoys> pli Loyl

An official in the last weeks before a successor takes
over.

0393 oy @ 9y pléa
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ALL KEY WORDS

GLOSSARY

balance

ballot

ballot measure
certify
chamber
citizen

control

count

district
divided government
eligible

governor
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midterm
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outcome
pattern
project
register
represent
seat
staggered
term

turnout
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ANSWER KEY

ANSWERS oty

IFX] WHAT IS A MIDTERM ELECTION?
A lterm- 2 officials - 3 midterm - 4 ballot
B 1vote- 2 falls - 3 does not appear

C1lFalse-2 True-3 True
D Open answer.

7] TWo HOUSES OF CONGRESS
A 1chamber- 2 represents - 3 district - 4 staggered
B 1bigger- 2 longer -3 more

C1435-2Two-3 Agreeonit
D Open answer.

KX} WHAT'S ON THE BALLOT?
A 1governor - 2 seat - 3 lawmakers - 4 ballot measure
B1liselected- 2 are held - 3 are passed

C1lFalse-2 True-3 True
D Open answer.
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ANSWER KEY

ANSWERS (CONTINUED) Lo gasly

KXY wHo VOTES, AND HOW?
A 1citizen- 2 register - 3 Turnout - 4 eligible
B 1must-2can-3 may

C 1 Each state - 2 Voting early in person; voting by mail - 3 In presidential election years
D Open answer.

FX3 eLecTion MieHT

A 1count- 2 projected - 3 certify - 4 outcome
B14-21-35-43-52

C1No —itisaprediction by the media-2 Red -3 On 3 January
D Open answer.

KT} WHY THE MIDTERMS MATTER

A 1control- 2 divided government - 3 pattern - 4 balance

B 1loses / will become - 2 vote / will rise - 3 study / will understand

C 1 Which party controls the House and the Senate - 2 Only three times in 22 midterms - 3
Unhappy voters are more motivated to vote, or some people want to balance the

president’s power
D Open answer.

Sources. Ballotpedia; Wikipedia, “United States midterm election”; The American Presidency Project (UC
Santa Barbara), “The 2022 Midterm Elections: What the Historical Data Suggest”. Voting rules differ by
state — for current rules, see each state’s election office.
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EVERY TWO YEARS.
ONE-THIRD OF THE SENATE.

Improve your English while you learn how America’s midterm elections
work. Six short readings with full Persian translations, 24 key words with
pronunciation, six grammar points and more than 60 exercises — plus the
phrases you will hear on election night.
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